
Sunday 10th November 2024 
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St Benedict’s Inner Newcastle Parish: Sacred Heart Cathedral, Newcastle West; St Joseph’s Church, The Junction; 
St Mary, Star of the Sea Church, Newcastle; Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Tighes Hill; St Laurence O’Toole 
Church, Broadmeadow. Mayfield Parish: Christ the King, Mayfield West. Stockton Parish: St Peter-in-Chains, 
Stockton. 

Our Clergy  

Fr John Lovell 
Fr Anthony Coloma  
Fr Anil Kumar Kuchipudi 
Deacon Solomon Okovido 
Deacon Kevin Gadd 
 

Regional Office—St Benedict’s Centre 
 

25 Farquhar Street, The Junction 
PO Box 6, The Junction 2291 
P: (02) 4979 1101  
E: newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
W: www.newcastlecatholic.org.au 
W: www.sacredhearthamilton.org.au 
 

Our Staff 
 

Margaret Cox (Reception & Administration) 
Anne Warren (Business Manager) 
Daloras Howes (Administration) 
Elul Tecle (Administration) 
Peter Davies (Administration) 
Dr Anne Millard (Music, Liturgy, Sacraments) 

 
Bereavement Team: Margaret Cox, Gail Lovell, Christopher 
Gregory, Margaret Beard, Margaret Newton, Anne Millard  
(02) 4979 1252 
Mercy Pastoral Team: Sr Patricia Whitten rsm 0448463679 
St Joseph’s Pastoral Team: Contact the Parish Office 
 

Promotors of Safeguarding 
 

Fr John Lovell (02) 4979 1106 
Gail Lovell (02) 4979 1256 
Anne Millard (02) 4979 1252 

Sacred Heart Cathedral sits on the traditional country of the Awabakal and Worimi peoples.  
We acknowledge their cultural heritage, beliefs and their continuing relationship with the land, pay respect to 
their Elders past, present and future, and commit ourselves to working together for reconciliation and justice. 

Thought for the week 

As I approach my ordination 

to the priesthood of Christ on 

the 23rd of November at the 

Sacred Heart Cathedral, the 

readings for the Thirty-

Second Sunday in Ordinary 

Time resonate deeply with 

me—particularly the essence 

of true generosity.  

In the Gospel, Jesus highlights the poor widow who, 

despite her poverty, gives all she has; what a profound 

example of self-giving. This act challenges us to 

examine our own motivations and the nature of our 

contributions—not just in material terms, but in the 

context of our very selves.  

I am reminded that my vocation should be rooted in 

the selfless love exemplified by Christ, embracing the 

call to give oneself entirely for the service of others. 

Just as the widow’s gift, though small, was of immense 

value in God’s eyes, I am called to offer my life and 

ministry with the same totality and openness, trusting 

in God's providence.  

What does true generosity look like in your own life, 

and how can you embody that spirit in your daily 

actions?  

Solomon 



Prayer Requests 
 

Recently Deceased: John Guy, 
Andrea Rufo, Jozefa Grzelczak, 
Marceline Tynan 

Anniversaries:  Allan Galbraith, 
Quintino Murri, Kerry Brydon  

Prayers for the Sick: Carlo Rossi, John Woodward, 
Ken Crittenden, Neil Thomas, Louise Hall 

Names may be placed in “Prayer Requests” by contacting 
the Parish Office. Please refer to the Policy Document on the 

Parish website 
—visit www.newcastlecatholic.org.au/downloads. 

Next Week’s Readings: 
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B 

Dn 12:1-3  
Heb 10:11-14, 18  

Mk 13:24-32  

The Parish Diary…(for the week ahead) 
32nd Week of Ordinary Time, Year B 

Monday 11th November 
Memorial of St Martin of Tours, bishop 
 8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral 
   

Tuesday 12th November 
Memorial of St Josaphat, bishop and martyr 
 8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral 
 9:00am  Mass @ Stockton  
 10:30am Funeral Mass at The Cathedral for Andrea 

Rufo  
  

Wednesday 13th November 
 8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral 
 9:00am Mass @ Mayfield West (Anointing Mass) 
 11:00am Funeral Mass at The Cathedral for Jozefa 

Grzelczak 
 11:00am Funeral Mass at St Mary’s Newcastle for 

Marceline Tynan  
   

Thursday 14th November 
 8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral   
 9:00am Mass @ Stockton 

Friday 15th November   
 10:15am Mass @ The Junction  
 11:00am Exposition, Adoration & Reconciliation @ 

The Cathedral (until 12pm)  
 12:05pm Mass @ The Cathedral  
   

Saturday 16th November   
 9:15am Mass @ The Cathedral, followed by the 

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
(followed by Reconciliation) 

 5:30pm Mass @ The Cathedral 
 5:30pm Mass @ The Junction 
 5:30pm Mass @ Mayfield West 
 

Sunday 17th November 
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  7:30am Mass @ St Mary’s 
 8:00am Mass @ Tighes Hill 
 9:00am Mass @ Stockton 
 9:30am Mass @ The Cathedral 
 11:00am Mass @ The Junction (Italian)  
 11:30am Mass @ The Cathedral (Polish)  
 5:00pm Mass @ The Cathedral  
 6:00pm Vietnamese Mass @ Mayfield West  
  (No Mass 24th November; next Mass 1st 

December)  

Our Beloved Dead  
 

We remember those in our Columbaria whose 
anniversaries occur in November.  

At Sacred Heart Cathedral: 

At St Joseph’s: 

Gloria Brown 
Frederick Bruyn 
Maureen Callen 
Betty Grant  
Mary Henderson  
Pat Koch 

John Maher 
Michael McGlynn 
Lionel Skinner  
Nancy Struck  
Marie Tynan 
Byron Vial 

David Bound 
Monica Bound 
Bonnie Cook Moore       
Mary Ferry 
Gwen Fuge 
Frank  Holmes 
Gwydir (Gwen) Holmes 

Desmond (Des) Ledlin  
Paul Alexander Mather 
Elva Letitia Murphy  
Helen Murray  
Peter Murray  
Antonietta Rossetti  
Mary Synott  
Pauline Wenman  

Eternal rest grant unto them and may perpetual light 
shine upon them. May they rest in peace, Amen.  

For our Beloved Deceased 

Into your hands, O Lord, we humbly entrust our 
brothers and sisters. In this life you embraced them with 

your tender love; Deliver them now from every evil 
and bid them eternal rest. 

The old order has passed away; Welcome them into 
paradise, where there will be no sorrow, no weeping or 
pain, but fullness of peace and joy with your Son and 

the Holy Spirit  
forever and ever. Amen  

Welcome Mater Graduate Nurses 

Today we welcome members of the Mater Graduate 
Nurses to the 9:30am Mass at the Cathedral. It is a 
privilege to have them join us each year. 



Columban Calendars  

This iconic Catholic Calendar, well-known for its 
traditional religious paintings and liturgical 
information, is a major fundraiser for Columban 
Missionaries. Columban Calendars 
are for sale at $10 each, available 
at the Parish Office. Or phone 
Terry on 0421 758 825. 
CHRISTMAS APPEAL COMING TO 

A CHURCH NEAR YOU, SOON. 

Parish Luncheon 

Parish Luncheon at Souths Leagues Club, Llewellyn St, 

Merewether @ 12.30pm 

on Monday 18th 

November. All welcome. 

Inquiries to Maureen 

(Tighes Hill) on 0412 

673151. 

The Most Reverend Michael Kennedy  

and the Catholic Diocese of Maitland-
Newcastle cordially invites 

Parishioners of the Diocese 

to the priesthood ordination of 

Dcn Omeiza Solomon Okovido 

by Most Reverend Michael Kennedy  

on Saturday 23 November 2024 at 10am 

in Sacred Heart Cathedral, 841 Hunter St, 
Newcastle West 

(Refreshments will be served in the Southern Cross Hall 
afterwards) 

& 

Mass of Thanksgiving 

on Sunday 24 November 2024 at 11am 

in St Francis Xavier Church,  

40 Ernest St, Belmont 

Red November 

 
A message from Aid to the Church in Need Australia 
and New Zealand: ACN is the Pontifical Foundation 
dedicated to supporting the suffering and persecuted 
Church. 

Red Wednesday is an international initiative of Aid to 
the Church in Need (ACN). It is a day to stand up for 
faith and freedom; to gather and pray for those who 
suffer and are persecuted for their faith. Around the 
world, churches and public buildings will light up in 
red, a symbol of the sacrifice and suffering of our 
modern-day martyrs, and so will our Cathedral.  

In our Cathedral, the Red November event will be held 
on Nov 17th and Nov 20th (8:15am mass).  On Nov 17th 
(Sunday masses 9:30am and 5pm), an ACN speaker 
will share information about the mission of ACN, and 
also have an info-table which will contain Olivewood 
items from Bethlehem. By purchasing Olivewood 
religious items from Bethlehem, you can support the 
livelihood of the Christians who are affected because 
of the crisis. 

You may also wish to watch this short video that 
highlights the plight of Christians in the Holy Land: 
https://vimeo.com/878491098.  

You can also visit rednovember.org to learn more.  

From the Parish Priest 

Dear friends, 

As many of you would have 
heard from the pulpit last 
Sunday, Bishop Michael has 
appointed Fr Greg Barker, Vicar-
General, as the incoming Parish 
Priest of the three parishes 
(Newcastle City, Mayfield and 
Stockton) of the City Pastoral Region, effective from 
1st January 2025.  

Fr Greg served as Diocesan Administrator following 
the death of Bishop Bill Wright in late 2021 until the 
installation of our current Bishop Michael Kennedy in 
March 2023. Fr Greg, with his extensive experience in 
parish administration, both in our diocese and before 
that in Tasmania, and his good pastoral leadership, 
will be a great strength to our region. I know he looks 
forward to meeting and working with all our parish 
communities. Please keep him in your prayers as he 
prepares for this new role in less than two months’ 
time and also for me as I prepare to retire from active 
ministry at that time. 

We also keep Deacon Solomon in our prayers as his 
date for priestly ordination on 23rd November draws 
ever closer, and remember our local Year 12 students 
who have been undertaking their HSC exams over 
these past few weeks and will be eagerly awaiting 
their results. 

Love, Fr John 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F878491098&data=05%7C02%7Cpeterg.davies%40mn.catholic.org.au%7Cbba10e8363ad4c3726f308dcfd5e5486%7Ce75462c772464f49b60e47a498eea9d6%7C0%7C0%7C638663828805590311%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3


 RCIA Team—City Pastoral Region 

Dear friends, 

As many of you may already 
be aware, we are currently 
forming an RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults) 
Team for the parishes of our 
City Pastoral Region. I’m very 
grateful to those generous 
parishioners who have 
volunteered to be part of this 
team, and also Sr Louise Gannon rsj and the Worship & 
Prayer Team, in assisting us with formation of this 
wonderful ministry.  

Saying this, it’s important to recognize that all of us, as 
an intrinsic part of our Christian calling, have a role in 
the work of evangelisation (including welcoming & 
accompanying) of anyone interested in joining our 
Catholic faith. It can be very inspiring to hear the 
stories of those who are seeking to build a relationship 
with the Lord and His people through this process. 

So, I invite you to let me know if you’d like to 
volunteer to be a companion (ie. welcome and sit with 
one of these people at Sunday Mass) to accompany 
them on their journey. Instruction will be provided for 
you if you are able to help in this way. In doing this, 
you will be making a very valuable and practical 
contribution to building-up the Kingdom of God in our 
region. To register your interest, please forward your 
name and a contact number/email to our Parish Office 
at: newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au or telephone on 
(02) 49791101. 

Love, Fr John 

Mercy Sisters Ecology 
Fellowship Program 

This program is for emerging leaders in 
Integral Ecology awareness and 

animation, who desire to be part of the ongoing 
enhancement and development of reflective action for 
Gospel justice in response to the cries of Earth. There 
are five components of the Program committed 
emerging leaders will complete. This will better enable 
them and their communities to respond to ecological 
challenges.  

Applications for the fully funded 2025-2026 Mercy 
Sisters Ecology Fellowship Program close on Monday 
18 November. Find out more about the program and 
how to apply: https://tinyurl.com/EcologyProgram  

Pope Francis Focus 

After denouncing the flamboyant 
religiosity of the scribes, Jesus 
watched people putting money 
into the treasury. He saw rich 
people putting in ‘a great deal’, 
probably because such donations were clearly meant 
to be noticed. 

But, as Jesus tells his disciples, a ‘poor widow’ gave 
more. As Pope Francis points out, ‘she does not pray 
to make herself seen, she does not show off her faith.’ 
Trusting God and acting humbly, Jesus notices her. 

Yet there is another aspect to this incident, which 
plays out against Jesus’ description of ostentatious 
scribes as ‘men who swallow the property of widows.’ 
The contrast between pious scribes and the poor 
widow could not be greater. 

Jesus is not only praising humility; he is reacting to 
injustice. As the Pope points out, Jesus ‘denounces the 
exploitation of this woman.’ After depositing those 
tiny coins, she ‘must return home without even the 
little she had to live on.’ 

The Pope challenges us to take this Gospel fully to 
heart. We are all called to be humble, but also to work 
for justice. ‘This is a warning for all time and for 
everyone, Church and society,’ he says. We must 
‘never take advantage of one’s role to crush others, 
never make money off the backs of the weakest!’ God 
will remember every penny ever given, but also those 
unjustly taken. 

© Nick Brodie 

Nick Brodie is an Australian historian and writer who is currently Dean of 
Academic Studies of Jane Franklin Hall in Hobart. A graduate of the 
Australian National University, Flinders University, and the University of 
Tasmania, he is the author of books on Australian history and essays on 
historical, political, and religious topics.He is currently studying Theology. 

Invitation to Volunteers of our 
Diocese 

You are invited to celebrate Christmas and 
International Volunteers’ Week. 

Join us for a festive Christmas Morning Tea. Your 
invaluable time and support throughout the year has 
made a world of difference to our Diocese of Maitland
-Newcastle, and we would like to celebrate you! 

Date: Tuesday 3 December 2024 

Time: 10:30am to 12noon 

Location: Victor Peters Suite, Catholic Diocese, 841 
Hunter Street, Newcastle West. 

Morning tea will be provided. 

RSVP: to Michelle Robinson by 19 November 2024 
michelle.robinson@mn.catholic.org.au 

mailto:newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au
https://tinyurl.com/EcologyProgram


Book Club 

Book Club is in recess until  7 February. We will be 
discussing At the Foot of the Cherry Tree by Alli Parker. 
If you would like to participate in book club meetings, 
please email: newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au  

The Chuckle 

The 98 year old Mother Superior was dying. 
The nuns gathered around her bed trying to 
make her last journey comfortable. They gave her 
warm milk to drink but she refused. One of the nuns 
took the glass back to the kitchen, found a bottle of 
sherry and poured a generous amount into the warm 
milk. Back at Mother Superior's bed, she held the glass 
to her lips. Mother drank a little, and before they 
knew it, she had drunk the whole glass down to the 
last drop. "Mother," the nuns asked, "please share 
some wisdom before you die." She raised herself up in 
bed and with a pious look on her face said, "Don't sell 
that cow.” 

Safeguarding 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding 
commitment to promote the safety, welfare and 
wellbeing of children and vulnerable adults. 
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. If you have 
any concerns for a child or vulnerable adult please 
contact the Office of Safeguarding: P 4979 1390, or 
email childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au or  
www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au  

Wednesday Rosary  

Pray the Rosary each Wednesday after   
8:15am Mass in Sacred Heart Cathedral, 
841 Hunter St, Newcastle West.  

EPIC (Everything Possible in Christ) 
Young Adult Group 

 

Come and join us! In EPIC we connect with our 
spirituality in a fun social context. We establish a 
strong foundation for our lifelong faith journey. We 
foster the total personal and spiritual growth of each 
person. 

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each 
month @ 6pm in the Cathedral precinct. Anyone aged 
between 20 and 40 is cordially invited to join the 
group. 

Email Elul.tecle@mn.catholic.org.au to find out more.  

View, Chew, Chat, and Lectio  
 

View, Chew, and Chat meets Wednesday 13 
November @ 7pm. For the next two weeks we will be 
focussing on Advent. To participate, please email the 
parish office: newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au 

Christian Meditation at 
Tighes Hill 

 

This is non-denominational and everyone is very 
welcome. Please come.  
WHEN: Monday afternoon 3.30 for 3.45 start. 
WHERE: Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, 16 
Tighes Tce, Tighes Hill. 

Advent 2024: Awaiting 
Hope 

We are called during this holy time to 
wait with hope, knowing the joys of 
what is to come with the arrival of 
Christ. Awaiting Hope is a Diocesan 
resource that invites all members of the community to 
gather a circle of people – family, friends, colleagues, 
ministry teams to reflect on the Advent Gospels.  

It’s an opportunity to encounter Christ where we are, 
to pay attention to what Christ reveals in the scripture 
and the living tradition of our faith, to share this, to 
connect it to our life now and to be changed by it. To 
access the resource, go to:  
https://tinyurl.com/AwaitingHope 

Lebanon Crisis Appeal  

Lebanon is currently facing a 
dire crisis, and the need for your 
support has never been greater. 

Communities are being devastated by conflict and 
economic instability, leaving countless families 
without access to basic needs like food, water, and 
medical care. Our Caritas Australia partners on the 
ground are doing everything they can, but they 
desperately need your help.  

Please show your love for Lebanon and donate today 
to help supply essential items such as food, shelter, 
and medical aid, as well as long-term 
support to rebuild communities.  

Donate today: www.caritas.org.au/lebanon  

Global Gifts 

Caritas Australia’s Global Gifts are Christmas Cards 
with purpose! Every card you buy helps build brighter 
futures for people experiencing hardship and poverty. 
By shopping for the Global Gifts of your choice you will 
bring hope and joy to the world’s most vulnerable 
communities, while giving your loved ones a 
meaningful Christmas card.  

View the range of Global Gifts: www,globalgifts.org.au 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.officeofsafeguarding.org.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnne.Millard%40mn.catholic.org.au%7C23741ee154f940a1ec3808db4b58f396%7Ce75462c772464f49b60e47a498eea9d6%7C1%7C0%7C638186617629612629%7CUnknown%7
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/lebanon/?utm_source=ParishBulletin&utm_medium=Referral&utm_term=QRCode&utm_content=&utm_campaign=EA_2025_DMREA_LEBANON_ECONOMIC
https://www.caritas.org.au/global-gifts/?utm_source=ParishBulletin&utm_medium=Referral&utm_term=QRCode&utm_content=&utm_campaign=GG_2025_XMAS_DIGI


Food Baskets for the Needy 

Items of dry goods or tin food (e.g. vegemite, 
cornflakes or breakfast foods, sugar, packet or tin 
soup, sardines, tea, coffee, tin fruit etc. ) can be placed 
in the basket at the back of St Joseph’s Church, The 
Junction and in the foyer of Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Church, Tighes Hill. St Vincent de Paul members 
will pick up for distribution to the needy who are very 
grateful to receive the items. When donating please 
check expiry dates. Thank you. Questions to Sr Carol 
Woodland rsj (mob) 0423 700 523 or 4967 2998. We 
request that you do not donate peanut butter.  

Sacred Heart Cathedral and St Mary’s Newcastle: 
Any of the following non-perishable items are 
welcome: UHT milk, cereal, spreads, tinned veggies, 
fruit, soup, fish, meat, pasta, rice, pasta sauces, tea, 
coffee, biscuits, custard, jelly, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, soap, shampoo, conditioner, 
deodorant.  

Diocesan Resource Centre  
 

Opening Hours: Mondays 
and Fridays, 10am to 5pm. 
Open 1st & 3rd Saturday of 
each month, 10am to 2pm. 
cnr Tudor and Parry Sts, 
Newcastle West.  

Meditation groups  

LIVING WATERS CHRISTIAN MEDITATION CENTRE, 34 
Kenrick Street, The Junction, offers meditation 
sessions on Wednesdays at 7.30am and Fridays at 
11.00am. After meditation on Fridays, Lectio Divina, a 
personal interaction with Sacred Scripture, is offered. 
Through both practices we open ourselves to the 
fullness of life; we come to know ourselves by 
knowing that we are known and loved by God. For 
more information: Carmel Moore rsj 0412 122 297, or 
just come.  

Support Your Parish via the App 
 

Are you using the App? Not only can you get the daily 
readings on your phone, you can also support the 
parish with an easy way to donate.  
 

You can download the app for free from the Apple App 
Store and Google Play Store. Just search for ‘Diocese 
of Maitland-Newcastle’ and click install on your mobile 
or tablet!  

Bequests 

To help our Catholic Pastoral Region continue its 
mission of proclaiming the Good News, you might 
consider including us in your Will. You just need to 
specify which parish(es) you would like to help. 

CatholicCare  

CatholicCare Social Services Hunter-Manning have 
started collecting donations for their 2024 Christmas 
Hamper Drive. The team is hoping to spread Christmas 
cheer by gifting hampers to people who access their 
Community Kitchens and often go without over the 
festive period. If you would like to contribute, please 
drop off any of the following items to the CatholicCare 
office – 50 Crebert Street, Mayfield: 
• Christmas puddings/cakes & custard  
• Chocolates, lollies or candy canes  
• Sweet or savoury biscuits 
• Tea bags, coffee, hot chocolate, sugar 
• Chips or popcorn 
• Christmas treats                     

Financial donations are also welcome! Every dollar 
counts and helps us keep our kitchens going. Please 
visit catholiccare.org.au/donate. 

Wisdom of the Heart:  
Contemplative Workshop Series 2024 

 

This series is designed to energise and 
strengthen your spiritual journey and 
will suit both beginners and 
experienced practitioners of 
meditation and other disciplines. 
Workshops are held in a comfortable 

and peaceful local environment with access to 
parklands. 
Saturdays 9 & 16 November from 2pm – 5.30pm. 
Mercy Centre, 20 Union Street, Tighes Hill (Newcastle). 
Individual workshops: $75 Waged or $50 Concession. 
Workshop Series – wisdomspiritualityservices.com.au 

Christian Meditation 

You’re invited to join the WCCM 
Meditation Community for their next 
event on Saturday 30 November. It 
starts at 9.30am at the Diocesan 
Resource Centre. Morning tea is 
provided. Donations of $10 are 
appreciated. Contact Anne for more info by emailing 
annecuskelly@hotmail.com or phoning 0407 436 808.   

mailto:annecuskelly@hotmail.com




Our Catholic Schools 
 

St Joseph’s Primary School 
Karen McGinlay (Principal) 

Union Street, The Junction NSW 2291 
 

P:(02) 4961 2827 
W:www.merewether.catholic.edu.au 

 
 

Holy Family Primary School 
Ann Jackson (Principal) 

Pell Street, Merewether NSW 2291 
 

P:(02) 4963 3009 
W:www.merewetherbeach.catholic.edu.au 

 
 

St Columban’s Primary School 
Penny Banister (Principal) 

Church Street, Mayfield NSW 2304 
 

P:(02) 4968 3315 
W:www.mayfieldsc.catholic.edu.au 

 
 

St Peter’s Primary School 
Michael Punch (Principal) 

Dunbar St, Stockton NSW 2295 
 

P:(02) 4928 1861 
W:www.stockton.catholic.edu.au 

 
 

St Francis Xavier’s College 
Greg Ptolemy (Principal) 

Parkway Avenue, Hamilton NSW 2303 
 

P:(02) 4961 2863 
W:www.hamilton.catholic.edu.au 

 
 

San Clemente High School 
Bernard Burgess (Principal) 

78 Havelock St, Mayfield NSW 2304 
 

P:(02) 4014 7300 
W:www.mayfieldsanc.catholic.edu.au 

 
 

St Dominic’s Catholic College 
Rachel Jones (Principal) 

76 Havelock St, Mayfield NSW 2304 
 

P:(02) 4968 1295 
W:www.mayfieldsd.catholic.edu.au 

Christmas Choir 

We are looking for volunteers to 
join our choir at the Cathedral for 
the celebration of Christmas. If you 
would like to help, please contact 
Anne Millard on 4979 1252 or via 
newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au 

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA 

The willingness to give all that one has is the central 
theme of today's readings. They offer us three models.  

Jesus is the ultimate example of heroic generosity. He 
first offered himself as expiation for our sin. Now, as 
the eternal high priest, he stands before God as our 
mediator, pleading on our behalf, bringing salvation to 
those who eagerly await him. 

It is interesting to note that the other two models of 
selfless giving are widows, individuals who are doubly 
disadvantaged by the patriarchal societies of which 
they are members. Their generosity is religiously 
inspired, and it comes from women who had the least 
material possessions to give. This kind of giving 
requires that we reach deep into ourselves and almost 
strip ourselves of our hold on life, and that we do this 
for religious reasons. The giving that is pictured in 
today's readings is nothing less than heroic generosity. 

God will not be outdone in generosity. Sometimes we 
become the beneficiaries of obvious blessing, as was 
the case in the story of the woman of Zarephath who 
was granted a year's supply of floor and oil.  At other 
times, we simply continue living life as usual, like the 
woman in the temple who was unaware of the 
commendation that Jesus had given her. The truly 
generous do not look for reward. They carry out their 
responsibilities and place the rest in God's hands. 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

Dianne Bergant CSA was a Professor of Biblical Studies at Catholic 
Theological Union in Chicago. She holds a BS in Elementary Education 
from Marian College, Fond du Lac, WI; an MA and PhD in Biblical 
Languages and Literature from St Louis University. She served as 
President of Catholic Biblical Association of America (2000-2001). She 
was an active member of the Chicago Catholic/Jewish Scholars Dialogue 
(1988-2017) and sat on the editorial boards of The Bible Today (1979-
2005), Biblical Theology Bulletin (1990-2014), Catholic Biblical Quarterly 
(1992-2001), New Theology Review (1997-2003), Teaching Theology and 
Religion (2003-2005), and Chicago Studies (2003-2009).  


